
Welcome to the 18th NZ Mountain Film and Book Festival. We are proud to bring you a reshaped 
event for 2020. The Festival continues to be a celebration of adventurous sports and lifestyles run 
in venues across Wanaka and Queenstown, as well as online.  

In this programme you will find an outline of all events. We are screening 54 films squeezed into 9 
exciting and entertaining sessions (live and online); including 9 world premieres and 13 Kiwi made 
films. We also have four inspirational speakers and free family shows. You must buy your tickets 
from our website, mountainfilm.nz, as there will be no ticket office this year.  

We hope the festival will inspire, thrill and educate you. Once again, we are in awe of the incredible  
calibre and content of the films. We received 188 entries from all over the globe and we know 
there is something in there for everyone, even those who are not adventure sport enthusiasts. 

We hope you can join us. 

NZMFF Board of Trustees.


This programme may change at any stage and times are approximate. The NZ Mountain Film Festival is a Registered Charity 
#CC49344. 

The ability to run the event this year has been largely due to the continued support of our sponsors, patrons and friends.  
A special thank you to many long-term supporters who have continued to back us to run the event this year. 

Thanks to:

Our Benefactors: Sir Tim Wallis (Alpine Helicopters), Kate and Michael Sidey & Reiko Sugiyama


Our Patrons: Bob Campbell, Nick Brown, Nic Blennerhassett, Matt Keown, Terri-Ann Scorer, Ron Pynenburg, 
anonymous.




Our Funders:





Online Festival Tickets – June 26 to July 5. 
A big aspect of the 2020 Festival is our online Festival. You can buy a single session for US$6 

(approx NZ$9.85) or an Online Festival Pass to watch all 9 Sessions for US$14.95 (approx 
NZ$24.55). Online Festival Pass holders also get free access to 5 bonus movies. 

Live Festival Tickets – June 26 to 28     Tickets can only be purchased online.  
We have five small venues in 2020, three in Wanaka and two in Queenstown. They are the 

Armstrong Room in the Lake Wanaka Centre (89 Ardmore St). The Wanaka Community Hub 
(34 McDougall St), Edgewater Hotel (54 Sargood Drive, Wanaka), Queenstown Memorial 
Centre (1 Memorial St) and if required, the Lake Hayes Pavilion (1/719 Gibbston Highway). 

www.mountainfilm.nz

THERE IS NO TICKET OFFICE, you need to buy tickets through our website. 



SESSION 1 - Opening Night  	 	   Brought to you by:
 

Opening Night will include an official welcome by Festival Director 
Mark Sedon followed by a medley of short films, including the Best Short and Best 
Solo Films. We will announce the awards then enjoy some award winning films. Enjoy 
Opening Night! 

Welcome talk by Festival Director Mark Sedon. 

Skirr, 5 minutes, Director: David Walden, NZ. ‘Skirr’ means to fly or skim rapidly over a surface, usually 
with a whirring sound, like birds. Take a high speed ride with two wingsuiters down some local mountains 
just metres off the deck at 200kph.

DOMA, 9 minutes, Director: Jack Ewing, NZ. ‘Doma' means home in Russian, and became an ubiquitous 
word during a two month bike trip cycling from Uzbekistan to Kyrgyzstan along the ancient Silk Road route. 
The word came to represent the warmth, curiosity and hospitality of the people of Central Asia.

19, 3 minutes, Director: Nat Warburton, NZ. With no adventure activities permitted 13 year old Warburton 
heads out to capture time lapses during the COVID-19 lockdown.

The Flip, 3 minutes, Director: Reed Rickert, USA. French Skydiver Remi Angeli must face his fears in 
order to explore new expressions of movement while BASE jumping in Mexico. 

The River's Call, 8 minutes, Director: Hugo Clouzeau, France. Follow seven kayakers through the deep 
canyons and challenging whitewater of the Rio Apurimac the farthest source of the Amazon in the heart of 
the Andes.

Allein, 11 minutes, Director: Franz Walter, Germany. Follow a climber out to Greenland for a solo 
expedition. He leaves the small village of Kulusuk with his sea kayak. After twelve days of paddling and 
carrying heavy loads he reaches his basecamp at the foot of Molar Spire. Calmly, concentrated and all by 
himself he begins the ascent of this 500m rock face, solo.

United States of Joe’s, 22 minutes, Director: Peter Mortimer & Nick Rosen, USA. In rural Utah, a valley 
of world-class bouldering is nestled amongst a conservative community of Mormons, cowboys and coal 
miners. When a ragged band of punk rock climbers shows up, the two cultures inevitably clash. After years 
of antagonism, a group of climbers work with locals to build a more harmonious future. But in this divided 
era, is that even possible?




10 minute break - Bring your own hot tea or cold (non-alcoholic) drinks. 		 ** NO CAFE / BAR 
Ironstone, 16 minutes, Director: Sam Thompson, Australia. In 2009, local caver Tony Salmon discovered 
a previously unexplored cave entrance deep in the wilderness of New Zealand's South Island. Alone and 
without telling anyone, Tony entered the cave and explored 750 metres before deciding it was too 
dangerous to continue solo. Ironstone follows the seven-year journey as a group of cavers attempt the first 
successful through-trip, searching for an elusive entrance to a cave deep underground.

Return to Earth, 14 minutes. Director: Darcy Wittenburg, Canada. Time is either spent wisely, or it is just 
spent. Second after second; moment after moment... they’re all there for the taking. A cinematic journey 
into the simple act of living completely in those moments by riding bikes.

Madman Trails Of Bhutan, 4 minutes, Director: Scott Secco, Canada. Kiwi mountain biker Wyn Masters 
and friends explore Bhutan by bike.

LUCID, 6 minutes, Director: Sandra Lahnsteiner, Austria. Sandra’s intense dreams begin to overtake her 
waking life and she becomes increasingly caught up in flights of deep powder, pillows and ski lines. 

Circle of the Sun, 5 minutes, Director: Lena Stoffel & Inigo Grasset, Germany. One day of magic. Steep 
mountains and the ocean, the sun and the aurora borealis. The Arctic. Skiing and Surfing in one day. 


Venue 1: Friday 26 June. 7.30pm to 9.30pm. Armstrong Room, Lake Wanaka Centre. Cost: $25. 
Venue 2: Friday 26 June. 7.30pm to 9.30pm. Wanaka Community Hub. Cost: $20. 
ONLINE: Package 1. Cost: US$6



FREE FAMILY SHOW	 	 	 	      Brought to you by: PURE NZ Ice Cream


Saturday 27 June at 11.00am - Wanaka Community Hub. Bookings essential via the website. The NZ 
Mountain Film Festival Charitable Trust invites you and your family to the free hour-long showing of films 
suitable for all ages. Adults can’t come without kids, sorry. 


SESSION 2 - Mountain Culture Show  Brought to you by:


In this very popular Mountain Culture Show we cross the divides in culture, human 
endeavour and fortitude, and literally the divide between physical borders. The Best Film on 
Mountain Culture is a stand out, not to be missed. This promises to be two emotional and 
thought-provoking hours of viewing. Enjoy! 

Bayandalai - Lord of the Taiga, 12 minutes, Director: Aner Etxebarria Moral & Pablo Vidal Santos, Spain, 
subtitles. From inside his yurt deep within the heart of the Taiga, Bayandalai an elder of the Dukhas tribe muses about 
the significance of life and death in the largest forest on Earth. He is the last of the great reindeer herders of the Taiga.

Myrtle Simpson - A Life On Ice, 35 minutes, Director: Leigh Anne Sides, USA. Myrtle is a trailblazer, pioneer, 
adventurer, mountain climber, polar explorer, writer, and mother. In 2018, National Geographic named her as one of four 
women who defied expectations and explored the world. Myrtle's life has taken her around the globe, journeys on 
which she insisted on taking her four children while she and her husband pursued their work and passion. Today, at the 
age of 89 she still competes in downhill ski races, hikes, bikes and swims and believes that more adventures await.

The Imaginary Line, 11 minutes, Director: Kylor Melton, USA. In 2019, the American government declared a 
‘national state of emergency’ on the southern border... in an act of solidarity, a team from Mexico and another from the 
USA assembled with the sole purpose of establishing a slackline that crossed the border between them. Hoping to 
create an example of people from different lands coming together in a time of conflict, to say, that despite where you 
may come from, we are all humans here.

10 minute break - Bring your own hot tea or cold (non-alcoholic) drinks. 		 ** NO CAFE / BAR 
Limitless, 10 minutes, Director: Hayden Griffith, Australia. This film chronicles the story of Jezza Williams, from life 
as a rogue adventurer to a life-changing accident that left him a C5 tetraplegic. Positivity bursts from every fibre of his 
being. He’s been to some dark, wild places yet it seems the journey is just beginning. He now runs an inclusive 
adventure tourism business whose mission is to make adventure sports accessible to all.

Freedom on the Water, 18 minutes, Director: Emily Mezies & Olya Dendyaeva, NZ. This story explores a group of 
disabled people who have found a passion for sailing. Darrel lost his legs due to disease many years ago. Regardless, 
he continues to be inspired (and to inspire) by encouraging people with similar disabilities to get out onto the water. He 
is part of a small yacht club, Sailability Wellington, that is changing the lives of many unassuming young people.

River Queens: Highlight My Strengths, 15 minutes, Director: Jeremy Lurgio, USA. The film follows Hyland and his 
fledgling team from their three-week training camp to the national sprint championships, documenting the story of their 
relationships to each other, the sport and the river that provides them with a unique training ground. In the process, they 
learn as much about paddling, as they do life.

Thabang, 13 minutes, Director: Dean Leslie, South Africa. Thabang Madiba has become a hero in his community 
and is hoping to inspire a new generation of youth through the sport of trail running. He lives in Ga-Rankuwa township, 
without a mountain in sight… or a physio, chiro or dietician for that matter. 


Venue 1: Saturday 27 June. 12:30pm to 2.30pm. Armstrong Room, Lake Wanaka Centre. Cost: $18. 
Venue 2: Saturday 27 June. 12:30pm to 2.30pm. Wanaka Community Hub. Cost: $16.  
ONLINE: Package 2. Cost: US$6





SESSION 3 - Pure NZ Films 	 	        Brought to you by:


This epic bunch of films, home-grown in Aotearoa, will not disappoint. Enjoy these 
adventurers exploring their own back yard as well as the far-off corners of the planet, from 
Whanganui to the Middle East, Queenstown to Kilimanjaro, this session will take you 
around the world, Kiwi-style. You will love some NZ humour, history and hilarity. After 
watching these films, you will want to go on an adventure. An audience favourite. 

Forgotten Highways, 16 minutes, Director: Deane Parker, NZ. The journey of discovery of both the 
Maori culture and exploring new country in the Whanganui District by a group of mates. The trip follows the 
river by packraft and trails both old and new by mountain biking, to link up a story of history and adventure.

Olivine, 10 minutes, Director: Patrick Clissold, NZ. In 2016 three women were given a grant by the 
Federated Mountain Clubs (FMC) to carry out a traverse of the Olivine Range.

It Is The People, 17 minutes, Director: Elina Osborne, NZ.  They say your first thru-hike is like your first 
love. With just a pack on her back, a kiwi girl from West Auckland took a journey that would change her 
world. The continuous footpath that spans 4,270 kilometres from the border of Mexico up through 
California, Oregon, and Washington into Canada, is known as the Pacific Crest Trail; a hike far more 
intimidating than any she’d done before. 

Grey Ghost, 28 minutes, Director: Allie Rood, NZ/USA. Nick Allen and Mark Heighton go to Stewart 
Island in search of rock climbing. With little to no information about climbing routes or rock quality, they 
embarked on what ended up being an adventure of a lifetime. The crew flew into Ruggedy Beach and 
carried 40 kgs of gear each in hopes of climbing on the Northern Slabs in the Ruggedy Range. They quickly 
realised the rock was much bigger than expected, but something much better lay just around the corner.

10 minute break - Bring your own hot tea or cold (non-alcoholic) drinks.  	 ** NO CAFE / BAR 
(Re)Discovering a Remarkable Backyard, 17 minutes, Director: Guillaume Charton, NZ. This movie 
follows two local Queenstown climbers who are on a quest to re-visit their mountain: The Remarkables via 
two different challenges which could be seen as firsts: traversing its 12km long ridgeline, and climbing 
1000m of rock routes on three different valleys.

Peace Mountain, 15 minutes, Director: Colleen Gentemann & Janina Kuzma, NZ. Follow local skier 
Janina Kuzma on the most epic adventure, a ski trip to ski Mount Hermon, a mountain range situated on the 
boarder between Israel, Lebanon and Syria. With the countries still officially at war, she is confronted with 
military soldiers on patrol on both sides of the border.  

Building a $12MD Bike Trail | The Pike 29 Track, 13 minutes, Director: Tom Woodward, NZ. The Pike 29 
Memorial Track cost $12 million to build and passes through the rugged and storm battered mountains of 
the West Coast. It connects with the Paparoa Track then descends to the Pike Mine buildings. This film 
gives a taste of the effort that went into it’s 3 year construction, and the conditions the trail builders dealt 
with while making it.

The KFC, 29 minutes, Director: Richard Sidey, NZ. Join five local pilots on a paragliding adventure in 
Tanzania, with the ultimate aim to fly from the summit of Mt Kilimanjaro. No training, no sponsors, no 
worries!


Venue 1: Saturday 27 June. 3.00pm to 6.00pm. Armstrong Room, Lake Wanaka Centre. Cost: $25  
Venue 2: Saturday 27 June. 3.00pm to 5.30pm. Wanaka Community Hub. Cost: $18  
Venue 3: Saturday 27 June. 7.30pm to 10.00pm. Edgewater Hotel. Cost: $18 
Venue 4: Saturday 27 June. 7.30 to 10.00pm, Memorial Centre, Queenstown. Cost: $20  
ONLINE: Package 3. Cost: US$6



SESSION 4 - Speaker Scott Donaldson and Films  	             	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Brought to you by: 


Scott Donaldson will speak about kayaking the Tasman Sea then we will enjoy more 
adventure films including the Best Film on Climbing. We view some blood, sweat and tears 
as we scale mountains, huge rock faces without a rope and paddle a river to go skiing. 
Enjoy this trio of films following Scott’s talk. 

7.30pm – Kayaking from Australia to NZ - Scott Donaldson. In 2018, 
after 61 days, Scott became the first solo kayaker to successfully kayak 
from Australia to NZ. Success was all the sweeter after having had to 
abandon a previous attempt due to a broken rudder, 84 days in and 
80km out. Brutal.  	                               Co-sponsored by: Racers Edge.  
10 minute break - Bring your own hot tea or cold (non-alcoholic) drinks. 
Breathtaking: K2 - The World's Most Dangerous Mountain, 47 
minutes, Director: Adrian Ballinger, USA. K2 is known as a savage 
mountain that tries to kill you. But Adrian Ballinger and Carla Perez aim 
to summit the 8611m peak without the use of supplemental oxygen. 
Every step of the way the team faces hazardous conditions, terrifying setbacks, and crushing 
misfortunes. 

Float to Ski: Into the Frank Church, 17 minutes, Director: Allie Rood, USA. The story of a 
bunch of river guides and skiers who wanted to float to ski the Middle Fork of the Salmon River in 
Idaho. They anticipated the worst but came out with the best. 

The High Road, 18 minutes, Director: Peter Mortimer & Josh Lowell, USA. While the world’s best 
boulderers push standards close to the ground, Nina Williams’ sights are set higher. She is among the only 
women who climb elite-level problems that are 30, 40, even 50 feet tall -- with no rope. In this profile of an 
emerging star athlete, Nina Williams flexes her guns and tests her nerves well into the no-fall zone.

Charge 5 minutes, Director: Anthony Bonello, Canada. Four top freeskiers and a World Champion drone 
pilot are dropped at Chatter Creek Cat Skiing in BC for one week. Their instructions: charge as hard as you 
can every day.


Venue 1: Saturday 27 June. 7.30pm to 10.45pm.  Armstrong Room, Lake Wanaka Centre. Cost: $25  
ONLINE: Package 4 (just the films). Cost: US$6 ** See Session 9 for film repeats. 



FREE FAMILY SHOW	 	 	 	 	      Brought to you by: Cardrona


Sunday 28 June at 11.00am – A repeat of yesterdays free films at Community Hub. Bookings essential 
via the website.  The NZ Mountain Film Festival Charitable Trust invites you and your family to the free 
hour-long showing of films suitable for all ages. Adults can’t come without kids, sorry. 


SESSION 5 - Mountain Book Events 	  	 Brought to you by: Paper Plus  
& Bike it Now


Geoff Spearpoint - ‘The Great Unknown’ & Tara Mulvany – ‘A Winter's Paddle’  

Geoff has been exploring the Southern Alps for more than 50 years, visiting some of the most remote 
corners of the island, crossing the divide dozens of times. He’s a passionate advocate for backcountry huts, 
and is currently vice-Chair of the Backcountry Trust, which enables volunteer maintenance for neglected 
sections of our unique hut network. “The Great Unknown” is the inaugural winner of the NZ Mountain Book 
of the Year award. Geoff will share images and experiences from the book, giving us a tantalising peak into 
half a century exploring the mountains of Aotearoa. 

10 minute break - Bring your own hot tea or cold (non-alcoholic) drinks.		  
Tara was part of a small team who completed the first ever kayak 
circumnavigation of Svalbard Archipelago in the high Arctic.  During 
this 71 day adventure, they paddled with walrus and whales, 
negotiated through pack ice, huge open water crossings in thick fog 
and had many encounters with polar bears. Tara has also published a 
book: A Winter's Paddle: A Kayak Journey Around the South Island of 
New Zealand.


The following Book Events are free online at www.mountainfilm.nz. 

Words & Wine 
Grab a glass of wine, dim the lights, light the fire, turn the volume up and enjoy full-bodied tales from NZ 
Mountain Book of the Year winner Geoff Spearpoint, reading from a life time of exploring ‘The Great 
Unknown’ that is the Southern Alps.  Shaun Barnett will show us how the Tararua Tramping Club has been 
‘Leading the Way’ for 100 years, as the first tramping club in NZ. Hear why they call Chloe Phillips-Harris 
‘Fearless’, as we ride with her on the Mongol Derby; a 1000-kilometre endurance horse-back race across 
Mongolia. Justin Venable will bring to life each paddle stroke as he reads the African whitewater adventure 
diary of his late friend, Hendri Coetzee: ‘Living the best day ever’. And to finish off, Lisa Choegyal will read 
from her home in Kathmandu, her words from ‘Everest, reflections of the Solkhumbu’.  	 	 	 	
	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Co-sponsored by: Maori Point Wine  

Old Fashion Story Telling. 
Intimate. Real. Anything goes. Online this year! 
Our speakers step across the threshold and go 
unscripted and unsupported by notes, lecterns or 
audio visual equipment. This is storytelling at its 
unabashed best. Witness unique stories on the 
theme of mountains, wild places and 
misadventure as they are shaped in the moment. 
Featuring past Festival speakers; Leo Houlding 
(UK) and Timmy O’Neil (USA).  Wanaka’s Graham 
Charles and Llewellyn Murdoch plus future 
potential speakers; Sarah Outen(UK) and 
American funny man Todd Offenbacher.      	 	  

Venue 1: Sunday 28 June. 10.30am to 12.00pm. Armstrong Room, Lake Wanaka Centre. Cost: $18  
ONLINE: https://www.facebook.com/NewZealandMountainFilmFestival/  

http://www.mountainfilm.nz


SESSION 6 - Nature and the Environment  		       

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Brought to you by: 


These films are not only thought provoking, they are beautiful and bold in their objectives. 
We kayak 2,000km down the coast of Alaska and Canada, travel 1,000km on foot down the 
Grand Canyon and we set out to climb 100 peaks. We also check in on the Penguins in 
Fiordland and Fox River on the West Coast. This session covers a lot of ground literally and 
figuratively - it will leave you thinking! 

The Tawaki Project, 4 minutes, Director: Braydon Moloney, NZ. Dr Thomas Mattern introduces 
us to the diminutive and charismatic Fiordland crested penguin, living in New Zealand's Milford 
Sound. His research program aims to learn more about the secret lives of these rarely seen 
penguins. 

Electric Greg, 20 minutes, Director: Anthony Bonello, Canada. During Greg Hill’s time spent in 
the mountains, he's seen the effects of climate change first-hand and came to realise the way he 
was approaching the mountains was only making the problem worse. Two years ago he changed 
and set out to climb 100 peaks without burning any fossil fuels. But the question is: will it make a 
difference?

Changing Tides, 34 minutes, Director: Anna Thorsen & Akemi Walsh, Australia. A 2,000km 
kayak down the coast of Alaska & Canada, raising awareness of marine plastic pollution. Having 
never completed a multi-day kayaking journey that lasted over a week, the three month 
expedition through the Inside Passage was an entirely new challenge. 

10 minute break - Bring your own hot tea or cold (non-alcoholic) drinks.		 	 ** NO CAFE / BAR 
Into the Canyon, 45 minutes, Director: Peter McBride, USA. A 1,000 km journey on foot 
through the entire length of the Grand Canyon. From the outset, the challenge was far more than 
they bargained for. More people have stood on the moon than have completed a continuous 
through-hike of the Canyon. 

Out Of Sight, Out Of Mind, 14 minutes, Director: Nathalie Nasrallah, NZ. On March 26, 2019 
heavy rainfall caused a bridge to collapse in Westland, blocking a main highway and shutting off 
access to surrounding towns. The force of the flooding caused a historic landfill to wash rubbish 
down 21 km along the Fox River out to the Tasman Sea, spreading across 70 km of coastline 
including a marine reserve. This spill has been named one of the worst ecological disasters in 
New Zealand's history. 


Venue 1: Sunday 28 June. 12.30pm to 2.30pm. Armstrong Room, Lake Wanaka Centre. Cost: $18.  
Venue 2: Sunday 28 June. 12:30pm to 2.30pm. Wanaka Community Hub. Cost: $16  
ONLINE: Package 6. Cost: US$6



SESSION 7 - Snow Show   	           Brought to you by:


The Snow Show is an audience fave. This year we watch the first ski descent of the 8,516m 
Mt Lhotse, the fourth-highest mountain in the world! We ski steep Alaskan spines as well as 
urban lines, we ski under the northern lights and the Australian sun. We chase epic 
conditions, deep pow, steep lines and basically get ready for winter with this smorgasbord 
of adventurous ski & snowboard flicks. As always, this show is one not to be missed. 

The Collective - Festival Cut, 7 minutes, Director: Etienne Mérel, Switzerland.  Adventuring to 
undiscovered peaks together, plotting midnight raids on inner-city handrails, lapping your home run until 
that last ray of sunshine. Skiing is a Collective.

Western Faces, 20 minutes, Director: Lachlan Humphreys & Rob Norman, Australia.

A story about passion for mountains and skiing in Australia. The aim is to show Kiwis that Australia can 
have the goods. Like a lot of adventure, things don’t go to plan, the film rides the highs and lows while 
showcasing Australian’s backcountry terrain. Featuring Wanaka locals, Fraser McDougall and Hank Bilous.

Nebula, 13 minutes, Director: Jay Trusler, Canada. Reuben Krabbe pursuing the third and final 
photograph in his celestial ski photograph series. The journey started under the northern lights, then went 
to the high arctic to shoot a solar eclipse, and now he aims his lens deep into the night sky to make new 
mind bending images.

Lhotse, 23 minutes, Director: Dutch Simpson, USA. It’s not always what we achieve that defines us, 
rather it is why we achieve such things that creates clarity in our existence. Hilaree Nelson and Jim 
Morrison completed the first ski descent of the 8,516m Mt Lhotse, the fourth-highest mountain in the world.

10 minute break - Bring your own hot tea or cold (non-alcoholic) drinks.		 	 ** NO CAFE / BAR 
Defiance, 13 minutes, Director: Dave Mossop, USA. When you put three of the world’s leading freeride 
snowboarders together in the Coast Range of British Columbia with epic conditions, the result is 
guaranteed to be something special.  

SpeedTransalp, 9 minutes, Director: Dario Tubaldo, Italy. Benedikt Boehm is trying to complete 210 
kilometres with 10,000 meters of climbing to cross Austria in a 36 hour non-stop push on skis. 

Solstice, 4 minutes, Director: Mike Douglas, USA. A tribute to the shortest and coolest days of the year 
when the sun arcs low over the horizon and ice crystals linger in the air. The days skiers love more than any 
other.

Hunza Ski & Culture In Pakistan - Festival Cut. 33 minutes, Director: Alexis Blaise, France, some 
subtitles. Follow two skiers and a snowboarder during their ski mountaineering expedition to Pakistan. A 
vibrant and touching adventure of extreme skiing, combined with the cultural immersion of a community 
way off the beaten tracks.

End of the Road: A Discovery of Skiing Without Ego, 14 minutes, Director: Jacob Oster, USA. In a 
small nook of Oregon lies a gem. The cows outnumber the humans and it's wilderness landscape has 
ingrained itself as a spiritual guider of the local population. As the majority goes one way, we go another in 
search of skiing at its rarest. Maybe, just maybe, the end is actually the beginning.


Venue 3: Friday 26 June, 7.30 to 10.00pm, Edgewater Hotel. Cost: $18  
Venue 4: Friday 26 June, 7.30 to 10.00pm, Memorial Centre, Queenstown. Cost: $20  
Venue 1: Sunday 28 June, 3.00 to 5.30pm, Armstrong Room, Lake Wanaka Centre. Cost: $20  
Venue 2: Sunday 28 June, 3.00 to 5.30pm, Wanaka Community Hub. Cost: $18  
ONLINE: Package 7. Cost: US$6



SESSION 8 - Speaker Jo Haines and films   	 	 

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	      Brought to you by: 


Jo Haines will take the stage to talk about her travels across Georgia, Armenia, Tajikistan 
and Kyrgyzstan by bike. The following films make the seemingly impossible very possible! 
The lovely Mo Beck returns to the screen for more fun and adventure. We race to scale and 
ski  the summit of Dhaulagiri VII in less than 8 hours and aim to cross the entire 70 km 
Wetterstein Ridge non-stop without a break. Enjoy these good people doing flippin great 
things! 

7.30pm - Talk by Jo Haines (NZ) 
Jo is travelling the world, 3 months at a time, on a bike. Each autumn she sets 
off from Albert Town, to explore another unique corner of the earth. The list of 
destinations and journeys under her belt is impressive, but Jo says there is just 
so much more to explore. Adventure always inspires more adventure! From 
famous Pie Towns in the USA, to racing bears to get to berries, to pedalling to 
the Tajikistan border, entering a small cold corrugated shed that was the 
immigration office, only to discover she lacked the right paperwork for entry. 
Jo’s talk will be on her travels across Georgia, Armenia, Tajikistan & Kyrgyzstan. 	
	 	 	 	 	 Co-sponsored by: EdgeWater Hotel. 
10 minute break - Bring your own hot tea or cold (non-alcoholic) drinks.	 ** NO CAFE / BAR 
Adaptive, 36 minutes, Director: Taylor Zann, USA. Two adaptive climbers attempt an ascent of the über 
classic and deeply remote Lotus Flower Tower (5.10+) in Canada's Cirque of the Unclimbables. As their 
adventure unfolds, we see that the ability to adapt is universal and a common thread that unites us.

Foresight - Speed Dhaulagiri VII, 21 minutes, Director: Dario Tubaldo, Italy. Mountaineer Benedikt 
Böhm wants to climb from base camp (4,950 m) to the summit of Dhaulagiri VII (7,246 m) and return, in   
less than 8 hours with skis. 
Wetterstein Ridge, 20 minutes, Director: Jakob Schweighofer, Austria, subtitles. A professional 
mountaineer from Germany has set the bar high. He wants to cross the entire Wetterstein Ridge non-stop 
without a break. 70 kilometers and 7,000 meters altitude difference of exposed and brittle ridge climbing lie 
before him. Mistakes are not allowed. 


Venue 1: Sunday 28 June. 7.30pm to 10.00pm. Armstrong Room, Lake Wanaka Centre. Cost: $25  
ONLINE: Package 8 (just the films). Cost: US$6 ** See Session 9 for film repeats.



SESSION 9 – Repeats of the Award Winning Films  	         

	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 	 Brought to you by: 


With our smaller venues this year and number restrictions we thought it well worth while to 
repeat some of our most popular films. Check out just the best of the best in this two hour 
selection of films that won our main prizes in 2020.  

The River's Call, 8 minutes, Director: Hugo Clouzeau, France. Follow seven kayakers through the deep 
canyons and challenging whitewater of the Rio Apurimac the farthest source of the Amazon in the heart of 
the Andes.

Allein, 11 minutes, Director: Franz Walter, Germany. Follow a climber out to Greenland for a solo 
expedition. He leaves the small village of Kulusuk with his sea kayak. After twelve days of paddling and 
carrying heavy loads he reaches his basecamp at the foot of Molar Spire. Calmly, concentrated and all by 
himself he begins the ascent of this 500m rock face, solo. 

Wetterstein Ridge, 20 minutes, Director: Jakob Schweighofer, Austria, subtitles. A professional 
mountaineer from Germany has set the bar high. He wants to cross the entire Wetterstein Ridge non-stop 
without a break. 70 kilometers and 7,000 meters altitude difference of exposed and brittle ridge climbing lie 
before him. Mistakes are not allowed. 

The KFC, 29 minutes, Director: Richard Sidey, NZ. Join five local pilots on a paragliding adventure in 
Tanzania, with the ultimate aim to fly from the summit of Mt Kilimanjaro. No training, no sponsors, no 
worries!

10 minute break - Bring your own hot tea or cold (non-alcoholic) drinks.	 ** NO CAFE / BAR 
Breathtaking: K2 - The World's Most Dangerous Mountain, 47 minutes, Director: Adrian Ballinger, 
USA. K2 is known as a savage mountain that tries to kill you. But Adrian Ballinger and Carla Perez aim to 
summit the 8611m peak without the use of supplemental oxygen. Every step of the way the team faces 
hazardous conditions, terrifying setbacks, and crushing misfortunes. 

Lhotse,  23 minutes, Director: Dutch Simpson, USA. It’s not always what we achieve that defines us, 
rather it is why we achieve such things that creates clarity in our existence. Hilaree Nelson and Jim 
Morrison completed the first ski descent of the 8,516m Mt Lhotse, the fourth-highest mountain in the world.


Venue 2: Saturday 27 June, 7.00 to 9.30pm, Wanaka Community Hub. Cost: $18  
Venue 2: Sunday 28 June. 7.00 to 9.30pm, Wanaka Community Hub. Cost: $18  
Venue 3: Sunday 28 June, 7.30 to 10.00pm, Edgewater Hotel. Cost: $18  
Venue 4: Sunday 28 June. 7.30 to 10.00pm, Memorial Centre, Queenstown. Cost: $20  



On Demand Films 	 	 	 	 	 	 	         Brought to you by:

Free with Festival Pass (online and live Passes). 

Otherwise each one costs US$1.95 to view.  


Super Frenchie, 80 minutes, Director: Chase Ogden, USA.  Take an intimate look at the life of 
professional skier and BASE jumper Matthias Giraud, who stops at nothing to pursue his passion 
for adventure. The film follows Matthias as he dares ever more dangerous stunts while 
simultaneously falling in love and starting a family. Matthias' story takes a turn when he suffers a 
catastrophic crash just days before the birth of his first child. 


Manaslu, 100 minutes, Director: Gerald Salmina, Austria. Since 1996 Hans Kammerlander 
holds the record for the fastest ascent on the north side of Mt Everest in 16 hours and 40 minutes, 
followed by the first ski decent from the highest mountain in the world. He also experienced his 
most painful moment in 1991 on Mt Manaslu, where he tragically lost two of his best friends. 
Should he return to face this mountain again?


Artifishal, 80 minutes, Director: Josh 'Bones' Murphy, USA. A film about people, rivers, and the 
fight for the future of wild fish and the environment that supports them. It explores wild salmon’s 
slide towards extinction, threats posed by fish hatcheries and fish farms, and our continued loss 
of faith in nature. 


The Endless Chain, 58 minutes, Director: Benjamin Jordan, Canada. To redefine his concept 
of manhood, a paraglider pilot pushes his mind and body to the absolute limit during the most 
daring series of Rocky Mountain flights in history.


Climbing Blind, 57 minutes, Director: Alastair Lee, UK. As a life long climber, Jesse flies in the 
face of adversity leading traditional rock climbs with his sight guide and fiancee Molly. As his sight 
degenerates his climbing continues to make remarkable progress. Despite his devastating 
condition Jesse only takes on bigger challenges by attempting to be the first blind person to 
make a 'non-sight' lead of the iconic Old Man of Hoy sea stack in Scotland.


Online Festival Tickets – June 26 to July 5. 
A big aspect of the 2020 Festival is our Online Festival. You can buy a single session/film or an 

Online Festival Pass to watch all 54 films for US$14.95 (approx NZ$24.55). 

www.mountainfilm.nz




